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Aza-Peptide Epoxides for Treating Neurological
Diseases

Published date: Feb. 24, 2009
Technology description

Drs. Powers and Glass have developed aza-peptide epoxide caspase inhibitors that can be used for the
treatment and/or prevention of nerve degeneration in mammals. Such aza-peptide epoxide
compositions can treat or prevent diseases, including but not limited to, Alzheimer's disease,
Parkinson's disease, multiple sclerosis, neuropathies, Huntington's disease, dentatorubropallidomysian
atrophy, spinocerebellar atrophies, spinal bulbar muscular atrophy, diabetes, amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis and other motor neuron diseases.

Additionally, the methods can be used in combination with calpain inhibitors to treat disease or
pathological conditions related to the activity of caspases and calpain associated with a specific disease
or condition. Such treatable conditions include those listed above, as well as stroke, nerve
degeneration associated with diabetes, and nerve degeneration secondary to primary demyelinating

disorders.

Application area

Aza-peptide epoxides are a class of protease inhibitors and may be useful in the treatment of a number

of neurological diseases.
Institution

Emory University

Inventors
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