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Technology description

Many surgical operations are performed minimally invasively through small circular plastic or metal

ports enabling instruments to reach organs from outside the skin. When ports are removed, small

vessels in the chest or abdominal wall can bleed which can be difficult to fix. A novel port that allows

electrocautery to be attached with a conducting surfaced on the tip inside would allow directed

cautery of any site that is bleeding. The port could also have a camera that allows visualization from

inside the shaft of the port to see as electrocautery is used to ensure any bleeding is ceased.
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University of Virginia
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